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|  Conclusions

The barn at Lower Llanon Farm has features which are well suited to bats. The
building lies surrounded by semi-natural habitat and unimproved farmland. The
thick stone walls of the barn have many holes, and the stone slate roof is uneven,

and provides many small crevices.

The area is known to have good foraging habitat for bats, and Pipistrelle bats
were foraging around the barn on the survey evenings. There is a Lesser
Horseshoe bat roost at nearby Urishay Castle.

One or two Pipistrelle bats were seen leaving the building, apparently roosting
between roof slates on the south-east half of the barn’s roost. No more than
one bat appeared from any one point on the roof. There was no evidence of
presence of a maternity roost, and as the survey took place at the optimum time
for activity for breeding bats, the existence of a maternity roost at feast in 2009 is
therefore very unlikely.

Bat droppings belonging to Lesser Horseshoe bats were found in the barn a
month before the survey. No bats of this species were seen or heard on the
survey, and it can be assumed that this species makes use of the barn
occasionally, especially as they are known to live close by. it i1s an unlikely
maternity roost for this species, and the barn may sometimes be used by them
to forage and hang up to feed.

The stable attached to the barn was also surveyed but there was no evidence
that bats use that part of the building.

f any work to the roof takes place, it should take place in winter, to avoid any
chance of disturbance to the bats which undoubtedly use the building in summer.
The walls of the barn could be providing winter hibernating condritions and this
should be taken into consideration if any work to the walis







The barn was surrounded by unimproved grassiand, In an area whetre
farming is largely sheep farming. Tall thick hedges and a ditch are found
within |0 metres of the barn. Some mature trees including frutt trees lie
north of the cottage and in the hedgerows.

The barn and the stable were constructed by local sandstone. The internal

walls were rendered, and

this covering had only been removed in 2009,

so the holes between stones in the inside of the barm have only recently
been exposed. The open area within the barn was likely to have been for
storage of hay, as the barn has slit windows (west and east elevations),
butlt in barns to provide ventilation for stored hay/straw. It is currently

used for general storage.

the timbers. This "inner
taken within the building.

Probably in order to accommodate sheep, a wall was bullt within the
barn, and a corrugated tin ceiling (probably at one time wooden) lay on

room” is shown in photograph | which was
The light rendering on walls remains to some

degree, inside the inner room. This part of the building had a regular type
of door (open) on the east elevation.

The barn had big double ¢

west elevations. Wooden
the latter. See Photo 2Z.
the barn was fairly dark.

oors, In the centre of the south-east and north-

hoards, with visibie gaps formed the wall above
The doors were kept closed, and the inside of

The external walls of the barn had many holes, shown in photographs of

the bain. The stone slate

roof had been repaired using original materials

and was In good condition, and roofing feit had been added. A tin piate
over the roof's ridge was replacing original ndge tiles.

The stable {joined to the north-west elevation of the barn) had a tin roof,

and was single storey, currently used for storage. S¢
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In daylight, on 9" June, 2009, an inspection of the buildings and structural
features was made and the buildings surrcunding habitat was noted. The
nternal and external structure of the baldings were explored in daylight.
and a search for bat droppings was made. Note was made of the parts of
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the building most likely to provide conditions to attract bats. These areas
were then closely monitored during dusk.

As darkness approached, closer observation of the most suitable areas of
the buildings was made, to see whether bats emerged from roosts.

On 9™ June, from 9.30 pm, the buildings were closely observed; (sunset
was 9.14 pm). A Bat Box lll detector was used by Janet Lomas to pick up
bat sounds on each survey occasion, and the building was observed to
establish the direction from which early-emerging bats came. Janet Lomas
stood at vantage points around the building, assisted by FWAG colleague,
Caroline Hanks with Magenta Mkl Ib detector, and one volunteer. The

buildings were observed until it was too dark to trace bats visually, at
10.30pm.

On | 1" June, from 9.30 pm, the buildings were observed from 9.30 pm,
and particular attention was given to the south-east elevation. Janet Lomas
was assisted by two volunteers, and continued untif 10.30 pm.

On 18" June, a dawn survey took place in order to use a different
perspective, carried out by Janet Lomas. She was in place, concentrating
on the south-east elevation, at 3.45 am (sunrise at 4.45 am), until 4.45
am.
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3.7 Results

Date and conditions Location Bats Droppings Notes
BARN
9/06/09 daytime 'n barn A few old pipistrelle
- Fine. ] droppings
2/06/09 dusk Exiting from under | Dat at Hornets seen leaving south elevation apex.
Cloudy. light breeze. roof tiles, south-east | 9.45 pm
|5 degrees C. elevation, Two common pipistrelle bats seen at one time

circling around barn, foraging for insects. They
reappeared and disappearad up hedgerow, south
of barn, many times.

[Door on east | bat at Bat entered, and then immediately exited from
) elevation. 9.55 pm door, believed to be pipistreiie bat.

| 1/06/09 dusk Exited from under | bat at

Still, no cloud. roof tiles, south-east | 9.45 pm

|2 degrees C. elevation.
Exited from under | bat at Two pipistrelles seen leaving roof, from under tiles
roof tiles, south-east | 9.50 pm at different points on the root.
elevation.

Bat foraging in fold yard, south-east of barn,
coming and going through whole period of

SUrvey.
| 3/06/09 dawn Entered roof, south- | | batat Common pipistrelle seen re-entering roost under
Few clouds, and still. east elevation. 4,20 am tile at high point on roof. No other bats seen or
|0 degrees C heard.
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Date and conditions Locati .
STABLE = Bats | Droppings Notes

9/06/09 daytime . .
L 9/06/09 dusk :D -;IgﬂS, and building not very well suited to bats.
_11/06/09 dusk _ o bats-

18/06/09 dawn \0 ba?-
- O bats.

::h:;déet Symznsﬁ had f@und a small scattering of bat droppings, believed to be those of a lesser horseshoe bat, on the floor of
'qual nL.j Li[ﬁ her _the ridee, left of the centre of the barn, on her visit before this survey. No droppings were found by Janet
_omas, but there had been movement of stored articles and generally use of the barn, and these are likely to have been

crushed.

"here is a Lesser Horseshoe bat roost at Urishay Castle, one km north of Lower Llanon Farm
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4 Impact of work on bats and recommendations

The single-storey stable had a low tin roof and walls with 2 metre high
eaves, and provided little opportunity for bat roosting, and no signs of bats
WEre seen.

The barn had features which may well suit bats. The very thick walls, and
arge number of holes in stonework on the walls provides potentia
ibernation habitat. It is difficutt to determine whether bats use the holes
for hibernation. The holes may also be used in summer by single bats,
either occasionally or regularly.

The stone slate roof had recently been repaired using original materials
and was in good condition, and roofing felt had been added. A tin plate
over the roof's ridge was replacing original ridge tites. This half of the roof
which faces south-east was providing roosting habitat for single bats, either
in spaces between tiles on the roof, or between tile and roofing felt.

f the roof will be removed during development of the barn, bats could be
vrotected from disturbance, as the law requires, if the work is carried out
at a time of year when bats are not present. The roof provides conditions
which are warm in summer, but also very likely to fluctuate in winter. Itis
therefore very unlikely to be providing roosting habitat in winter, so any
work to the roof should take place at that time of year. Otherwise, an
Furopean Protected Species Licence would be required.

Since the location is ideal for bats, and there is an opportunity to improve
habitat for bats when builldings are developed, it I1s recopwhe
additional roosting habitat is incorporated in any design of the _
development.
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o Ensure that timbers are only treated with approved remedial
timber treatments.

o Roof voids with access by bats should have roof felt of the
traditional bitumastic with Hessian type, rather than the modern
plastic smooth surfaced roof felt.




o Do not iili and seatl al
under ridge tiles by Ir
wherever it 1S possib
Nto a restricted area of a cavity wall.

crevices, Create crevices when rocfing,
ting some 1o create a gap underneath, and
e to create a weatherproof crevice such as

o Bat boxes in roof spaces with access bats can provide a crevice
roost within a void.

o Iryto
aCcess

ocate access points to any newly created roosts, close to

points used by bats before development of the building.
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