
5.0 Design, Access, Heritage, Materials, Context & Sustainability 
Design & Access 

Ihe Existing site access and arrival will remain but be greatly Improved 
to provide improved vehicle parking arrangements adjacent to ttie 
property, currently quite vague on site. 

Access into and ttrougti bothi the new and existing structures win be 
level and provide faciSties on the ground floor for living, sleeping and 
wash/WC facilities all in Brie with Doc M of the Building Act. 

Heritage 

Site Background: Dovehills is a much altered CJrade II Listed 17th 
Century Farhouse at the centre of a traditional farmstead complex. It 
is kx;afed in open countrysde in the Parish of Bistvsps Frome. approx 
1.5 miles North-East of ttie viHoge. 

TNs proposal affects: 
Dovehills Previously known as - Duffield Farmhouse 
Listing Dote 12 April 1973 

C l 7. Timber frame with brick nogging and stone, portly roughcast. 
Large stone stack. 2 storeys. Irregukar plan with earty C20 brick 
additions and much altered. State roof. 

Engfish Heritage ID 150952 
Usting NGR: SO67434508I5 

Itiere ore no furttier nearby Listed BuikJings with the exception of the 
traditional site Bams. Our proposal kDoks to remove Ihe 201h Century 
additions, reinstate the principle elevation of the historic structure and 
tuck a new extension to tt ie rear. A lightweight gkjss ink extension set 
into the landscape to connect to the Bneor bom unit (bams 4 & 5). By 
connecting to ttie txyns we remove ttie modem 20th Century moss 
on the south elevation and reposition this creating a link. By 
converting ttie existing bams we then provide a targe residential zone, 
with minimal extension to the main farmhouse, thus keeping its modest 
form In tact. By removing ttie tater 20th Century masses the Historic 
form is celebrated and thus tx>1h restores and enhances the heritage 
asset. 

Materials 

Materials and quality will drive the project to give and retain context. 
Ttie ctioice of materials create a site tiormony and give ttie structure 
o more natural and grown feel rather tt ian extreme development, 
thus oltowing ttie structure fo emerge from ftie tandscape both 
improving the setting and ttie overall user experience. 

The use of kx:al materials and natural products ttiat c l iange with time 
w\\\ again add to ttie grown feel and the noturol tongevity of the 
devetopment. 

A simple palette selection is key and one of stone, timber, gtass and 
green Sving elements provide an oesttietic of a natural sutKervient 
structure, much ike a natural fiekd bam. This palette wiH also o d d to 
ttie grown feel. TNs palette is one that o^eody existing on the site and 
is token drectty from ttie site research. 

The materials will both define and tiide elements of the structure, 
reducing the overall visual moss with oak timber cladding used for 
walls together with natural stone. Matching roof pitches will blend 
with ttie existing fxoperty disappearing against the natural skyline. The 
simple palette will soften over time and blend the structures into tt ie 
tandscape. 

Highly insulated walls with facing Wmber will form the key structure, 
minimising any buita time and producing a highty insulated structure, 
requiring little added tieofing. 

We propose to match the prevtaus development principles, wtiere 
imecrete and lime render is used to provide fully txeathable 
structures. 

Site excavation soil w/ill be minimised on site and re-used within ttie 
site. 

Services 

Currenl services ore afforded on site and we are proposing lo provide 
simple connections to ttiese yet with an extension(s| of higher thermal 
performance and improved natural light, both tieating and energy 
use will be reduced. 

The current buildings on site use renewable energy with ground source 
and air source heating units and we will foltow these principles with 
the farmhouse also. An independent ground source heating system 
will be installed througtiout with underfloor tieating. 

The client tios installed an independent Rbre connection lo the 
property so the locattan is sustainable for future iving standards. This 
install has also lead to Openreoch installing the network to the area 
and OS such ttie surrounding properties ond businesses hove benefited 

from this. 

MATERIALS 

FARMHOUSE 

Natural Oak repaired Irame walls with ime rendered panels, oak weatherboarding. Iiudilional welsii stale roof and ook joinery details wiH enhance 
the historic asset. Materials used on the Existing Farmtiouse lo be tiistoric yet residential deto i ing. Natural quatty state roof, cast Iron guttering, oak windows 
and lime rendered infill panels. 

BARNS 4 & 5 

Natural Barn detailing to be kept simple and agricultural. Natural ime pointed stonework. Oak fimber ctaddii ig will age and soften naturally and retain 
a rural barn ike appearance. Oak joinery left to silver with galvanised guttering and ptain ctay filed roof. 

FARMHOUSE EXTENSION 

Mixed natural matertals, subservient wall treatment and gtazed inks visually tower Ihe structure Into Ihe tondscape and reduce visual mass. 

Sustalnablllty 

The proposed farmhouse ink extenaon is designed to o high level of sustainability, with these 
being paramount In the first design principtes and not as boll on micro-managing elements. A 
focus towards reducing the carbon emisstons footprint and energy use overall. A highly 
insutated construction will be used with recycled insutafion and added natural insutation. The 
orientation of the structure will harness sotat gain and during peak summer months the 
ovetsaiing roof detail will aid soka shading preventing overheating. 

Landscaping / Ecology 

The inittal tandscaping principles are to retain a simple notuo l approach while improving the site 
drainage and run off. The soil removal will be kept fo a minimum and OH soil will be retained on 
sHe. 

The natural existing frees wiH be retained where possible and new trees and hedgerows win be 
ptanted as required. 

Plannlng/Pollcy/Concluslons 

The project aim and through the in depth research and devetopment is to a e a t e a natural a n d 
highly sustainable extensfon to a Grade H listed dweling for the current owners. We have had 
various historic conversattons and feedback from the Local Authority, concluding in further kx)se 
discusstons with Hugh Shannon (Conservotton Officer) regacfing an extension with a gkazed ink. 
As such our cunenf design concept focus has been toward INs theory and design thinking 
throughout, retaining a level of transparency between the existing and any new development. 
To retain the visual separation between Agricultural and Residential treatments. 

The project at Dovehills is the final and key phase to a mutfi stage devetopmerit for the current 
owners. My c lent has embarked on a high quaity project, focused on delvering a highly 
sustainat)te restorafion project with quaity and natural materials at its core. Our design focus 
has been fo strip back the modem kayers and structures assoctaled with a devetoped form a n d 
return the core tayoul form. The square courtyard form now being cleort/ visible. 

Our prevtous site devetopment phases have restored and re-used the redundant and 
deteriorating boms giving them a new business purpose while also restoring and creating an 
annexe accommodat ion unit for the main farmhouse. This final pfiase now \ooks lo the main 
farmhouse and ttie remaing 2 barns ( barns 4 8.5) to create the cBents main d w e i n g . By 
focuang the devetopment on the some proven principles as the rest of the site we look to 
promote sustainable devetopment on aS tevels, while increasing the iving volume above tt iat of 
the existing property in Ine with Ptanning Poicy. The modest size and postton of the proposals 
will both retain the tocol character and rural setting and thus blend naturally into the tandscape. 
By removing the tater Edwardtan and post war oddiftons to the South etevotton we reaffirm fhb 
as the readenttal garden space and provide a residential focus toward this main garden space. 

The designs all afford great weight toward the importance ol the existing dwel ing. conserving 
fhis on all tevels and only adding new volume lo suit modem Iving standards and with solt a n d 
Ighlweight connections (gtass Inks). Ihe gtass Ink offers a simpte and Ight touch thus minimising 
the removal o l historic labric (a small number o l modern infill bricks only) white retaining full view 
of the existing lecture locades. The brickwork and framework wouW remain exposed a n d on 
vtew as a leature ot the design. 

Other po icy Documentatton considered: 

NPPF 
Infroduction - Achieving Suslainabte DevetopmenI where there is a goWen rute thr 
Presumption in lavour o l sustainabte devekspment 
Section 4 - Promoting Sustainabte Transport 
Secfton 6 - DeHvering a wide choice ol High Quoity Homes 
Section 7 - Requiring Good Design 
Section 11 - Conserving and enhancing Ihe natural environment 

Paragraphs: 
128. 131. 132. 134 

Herefordshre Council Local Ptan Core Sfrategy Polctes; 
RA5 8. LD4 

Ptanning (Listed BuiWings and Conservatton Areas) Act 1990 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

The proposab are sfrongly locused on a inear Architectural lorm to harmonise with the existing 
dweBng and agricultural larm buikings. being considerate lo the historic lorm, materials and 
context. By considering proportion, height, massing, bulk and material use, the retaftonship 
between ota and new is comp imented . The subservient nature of the designs btend with the 
tandscape and retain the existing historic lorm as the Dominant Site Architecture. The proposal is 
locused toward deivering a highly sustainabte dwelling using the existing material patefte lo 
harmonise with Ihe tandscape, oltowing the property to naturally age into the setting. The 
inclusion o l a home office space (a^eady approved in Ihe adjacent barns) enabtes and 
promotes home woricing, reducing the demand on the highway nelworic. Foltowing Ihe 
ecoksgy report our design includes provisions lor ecokagy as on integral part o l the design, 
improving tiabilals. Ttie design is also configured fo provide energy efficiency as key design 
lactofs including renewobte energy resources from the outset rather than bolt on micro 
managing post build. 

Overall, the devetopment will provide invaluabte additional accommodat ion lor lamiliy use. This 
will provide tongevity o l the existing family home for years lo come and provide flexible living 
arrangements. 

A lully expkxed and Itiorough design process fo deiver a high quai fy design and home focused 
on the tocal.varied, rural architecture. 


