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7.20 TONE FARM

CHARACTER DESCRIPTION

In Heredordshire, Sandstone Farmiands are only
found in the Archenfield Sub.regional Character
Area. These are upstanding agricubiural landscapes
with a moderate lo genfy undulating landform.
The fertile, free draining solls support a range of
agricultural uses with a lendency for sheep to be
grazed in smaler fields near the farms and land
further from e farm buldngs being usad for
agricultural crops, inchuding market gasrdening. This
is an ordered, prosperous andscape with medium to
large, regularly shaped fiedds separated by straight,
single species hedges. Unusually, these hadges are
often of hally, although hawthorn and oocasionally
hazel are also used. Hedges along the lanes
however, are more often of mixed spacies including
holly, hazed, hawthom and eim. Roadside verpes
often support an assocated heathyacid grassiand
ground flora, which reflects the sandy nature of the
soil. Like the Enclosed Settled Commons, hally was
grown in nurseries set up for enclosure purposes
and often used in preference 1o other native
hedging species in $ese exposed well drained
condiions. Tree cover is limiled, being res¥icled to
sparsely scaltered hadgerow Fees, some remnants
of knear woodland running along the botiom of the
sleeper siream valleys and groups of Yees around
farms. Settlement is generally 2 dispersed pattem
of substantal farmsieads and country houses with
a characteristic four square style and mainly built of
Old Red Sandstone with hipped siate roofs.
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KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Eomary

+ fields divided by straight, single species
hedges, often holly

* distinctive building style

Secondary

* horticultural cropping/arable land use

* large scale landscape

* dispersed settlement pattern

distinctive
buliding style
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FORCES FOR LANDSCAPE CHANGE

Sandstone Farmlands are one of $he most intensively farmed Landscape Types within Herefordshire. The
escalating requirements of modemn arable and horticutural cropping have led %o a declne in hedgerow
density as hedges are removed to enfarpe fields, ast back brutally io reduce their land take or left deredicl.
Similarly, the hedgerow trees and fragments of woodland are gradually disappearing. Generally, this is
a landscape that is becoming more feabseless as fis agnautural peactices develop al an ever enfarging
industrial scale.

The linear patiern of woodiand along the more
deeply incised streams is becoming less distinctive
as trees are lost and not replaced.  Similarly, tree
groups around indwidual farmsieads and large
houses e not as prominent in the landscape
as they once were. Additional woodland in this
Landscape Type should respect the linear nature of
the existing woodiand pattern.

MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES AND ENVIRONMENTAL MITIGATION
The impoverishment of landscape characler in these areas is due to both loss of landscape features and
the imposition of inappropriate elements. The principal aims of future land management should therefore
be to restore hose remaining landscape features thal contribute to the character of the area and to
appropriately enhance the landscape where features have been lost SympatheSic management of the
remaining hedgerows, along with new hadgerow planting of holly along the original alignment would do
much o restore the landscape chaacier. Sinilarly, there are cpporturstes for new tree plantng along the
steeper stream valeys where agricullure is restricied by the fopography.

RESTORATION ENHANCEMENT
*  Encourage apgropnate hadperow *  Promote new hedgerow planting, ensunng that
managemeant, induding gapping up species canform (o those tradiional to the area
with ke species @mdyhdﬂuddoqhuir’ndw
*  Enswe that the enclosure pattemn of *  Promole native broadieaved linear tree planting
medium io larpe rectangular fields is along sloping stream valleys
respected
* Encourage apgropriate management * Encourage tree planting of native species in
of streamside trees assocaton with dwellings
*  Enhance the dispersed settiement patiern
by discouraging groups of new houses whie
encouragng indwidual dwelbings
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