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1. Executive Summary

In May 2006, Worcestershire Wildlife Consultancy were commisstoned by Mr Nigel
Teale on behalf of his client Mr Edward Davies to undertake a survey of a building at
Walsopthorne Farm, Ashperton, Herefordshire prior to a planning application. The
survey was for bats and barn owls.

Common pipistrelles were observed flying out of the upper storey of the building and
foraging around the yard, buildings and adjacent orchards. Daubenton’s bat was
recorded over a pond but is thought to have originated from off the site.

No sign of barn owls or any other owls were found within the building. Swallows and
some small passerines were observed. to be nesting 1n and around the building.
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As evening descended, ultrasonic bat detectﬂrs were empiﬂyed l‘hese rander

The site is.at the end-of a long drive leading from a migor ra&d tm the e&at @f Eht“"
village of Ashperton at NGR S0650423, The surrcalmding iand ig ‘a sricultural;
pasture, orchards and some arable. T]:lere 18 alsu -SOME 1 by w B

tlmhe:r bu;ld.mg w1th a coi‘rug m;eta! rmf and the ¢ .' '_ 13 & &mglﬁ Stal’ﬁ? sk ';'

of red brick with a clay pantiled roof. Th@ lower floor of the two storey-past is: . |

nd chemicals-and isa closed unit; althaugh

for the storage of agricultural materials-as

there are gaps in the timber claddmg The upper storey- could ﬂﬂlﬁ be viewed frém a g

ladder but there are several mtsm'ﬂg wmdﬂws and nuuwmus 3?""_s m the timber
cladding. | N | i

The- smgle storey sectmn is used for the swrage of mar:

ether three s:des have. sahd walls Bc:th sectzons of the buddmg h&w & ornig in 4l
beams, which provide r:rewces and: holes .

The other bulldmgs in the complex 1nclude mrular barns, m@dm E&tﬂ& yaf és m d the?'__' 5 L —

large, imposing half-timbered th:ee—storey armhouse.

A data search of areas of ecological 1mp0rta~nce was undeﬂaken us’_;;;___

Agency Geographlcal Information for the Cﬂuntrjrslde website (MAC fjﬂf;‘) Nang: w&m
found. In addition, a data search for protected species. mf@miﬂtwn was red -eﬂted i“mm
the Herefordshire Biological Records Centre-(see Appemﬁx 1] j | -

- The buﬂdmg was inspected in d&yhght and beth the lawer aﬂd uppﬂr !_nrs (where

accessible) were inspected for signs-of occupation by baxsj such. a5 dr'__; DINES: stmmﬂg
of wood by urine or the characteristic smell of ammonia. The EXTETior 1S u&u&ﬂ}r -
examined for potential entrance holes but in this case there were sévéral I&rge "
openings such as the missing windows, meamng thﬂt snmﬂ ﬁr&céts a.nd Gﬁwme‘; we,rqe

L -ﬂ&@ Mﬂlth R l

of lesser importance. . _. R

ultrasonic echolocation calls audible to the human ear and-enable the ide ﬁ_'__ﬁﬁt&ti@ﬁ raf

most. spec1es by sound. During the evening surveys, pc;slinms were taken yp: ﬁlﬁﬁidﬂ ai
suitable points to see'if any bats emerged from the b
well as flight patterns in order to identify the speci
throughout the survey were BATBOX Duets operating, i
and hetemdyne modes. In. adchtmn, a hetemdyne Uljj_f._;.;j;-- -_ : nd

———— e

-- —_——-

.....

-

" %:;_':-_f'idﬂ&gj usingbat dﬂfﬁﬁtﬁf‘% ag-i |

was used in order to detect any bats that came in fmm elsewhare ﬁ! t.he sqe -. BERY

splashes o.f droppmgs Each specws of owl produces a dlst 'fwe pﬁﬁﬁt
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Alan Shepherd of Worcestershire Wildlife Consultancy undertook the surveys on 19"
26" & 30" June 2006, assisted by Steve Roe and Steve Coney.

4. Survey Results

The data search from Herefordshire Biological Records Centre yielded many records
for several species of bats within a 2km radius of the site but since there are at least
two well known and regularly monitored roost sites within the area this is not
surprising. None of the records originate from this particular site.

4.1 Bat CHMErgence surveys

On 19/6/06 the weather was still with 100% cloud cover and an air temperature of
15.8°C when the survey commenced at 21.15.

At 21.54 a bat was heard flying within the upper storey. From its echolocation
frequency of 45 kHz it was 1dentified as a common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus
pipistrellus). Within two minutes it had emerged to be followed by another common

pipistrelle..

This was followed by a burst of activity with pipistrelles flying in and out of the upper
storey, in and out of the single storey building and feeding in the yard, the modemn
building and flying out to the orchard. By 22.13 a pattern of feeding became obvious
with four or five common pipistrelles feeding around the site, leaving and returning at

regular intervais.

The survey was concluded at 22.55, when the air temperature was 14.2°C by which -
time it was too dark to observe any further emergence activity. With the confusion
caused by bats flying into one end of the building and emerging from the other end,
establishing the total was difficult but after some discussion it was deduced that from
a total of four or five common pipistrelles, at least three definitely emerged from the

building.

In addition, one or possibly two Daubenton’s bats (Myofis daubentonii) were
observed feeding over a pond to the rear of the building. Their origin is unknown but
it was not from the barn. It is believed that there is a Daubenton’s bat roost in a tunnel
on the dis-used Hereford to Lydney Canal, whlch lies within S00m of the site (Alan
Shepherd Pers comm.)

On 26/6/06 the weather was dull and overcast with light drizzle and an air temperature
of 13.1° C when the survey commenced at 21.15.

At 21.37, a common pipistrelle was seen and heard flying around the modemn
buildings and another was seen at the rear of the farmhouse, possibly having emerged
from there.

At 21.42 two common pipistrelles emerged from the northern end of the building and
commenced foraging around the site. By 22.01, the pattern of foraging was again
noted until at 22.11 when rain began to fall, meaning that the bats flew into the




| &reund the yard and bml ling

modern buildings and continued to fﬂf ege A ceunt of: five er peeelbh six- i
estimated, - o | |

The survey finished at 22.25 when the rain and associated llghi eeﬂdmun-: wied |
impossible to see any further emergence and at: th1s pemt the a.u' teti
dropped to 12.9° C. *

On 30/6/06 at 21.15 the weather was 1n1tially dull and evereaet w;ﬁ:h aﬁ air - -
temperature of 14. 7°C | : e e h

At 21.46 a single common pipistrelle was heerd thhm the upper stere}i nergmg
almost 1mmedlaxely At this poifit, two more were seen and Heard -around them;_;,@

bulldmge but their origin was not- clear apart From the fe.ct thai they had not ¢ eu

'

From 21.46 until 21.57 three or four. common plplstrelles eemlnued te eee m and

e then located feeding in rﬁhe ed}eeem:
the ceﬂd:hens tee"‘deek%e see asny ﬁaﬁher

13- T C. Desp ite the end °f the mﬁ?’ the teem remmned on ﬂlte imn: or&e:r te eheek fer
 the presence of the Daubenton’s bat(s) around the pond- m f,r ﬂﬂ? ﬁlrth or. R :

eeheleeatmn from any species. thatm&y have been ever- lying thes
recorded. | o

No signs of any -owl species were found, akthougha iﬂtie ewl (-'f_}i i
heerd Gallmg in the distarice on 26/61"06 and BWGF% - o

Swallow (Hirundo rustica) and b}aekbu'd (T wdw memla) msts Were neteﬂ.m the

barn, along with a fledgling blackbird. There were signs that fer
in the building, |

The survey: mdlcaxee that at ieast two- eemmm-' 1p
a roost with a few others roosting e:lsewhere around the fa:mmd comnplex.
were no barn owls using the buxldmg SR -

This means that once plmmmg permission is g em d and pnﬁrte any redexfeiment e ,

Department for Environment,; Food and Rural Aﬁmrs (DE _ evelopment liceny
in respect of a European protected epemes must be seugh:t ‘

As a.ll hat spe01es are pretected under the W1ld11fe and C@,_m ide S ::_:__ e

-Farm unt:l a hcem:e is mned h? D3 : RA for the provosed tevelpuiscnt works - x

e

' ﬂl’*ﬂﬁwﬁzha& e T

N O g *‘“‘Q ff B

igeons had roosted

ipis .'{;'_';eﬂm wefe uemg, ﬁe Iﬂiﬁ&tﬁg as:
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It must be noted that DEFRA are under no obligation to issue such a licence unless
they are satisfied certain criteria are met. Should a licence be issued, no work should
commence before October (in any year) at the earliest (this will be stipulated within
the licence) to ensure that any bats present have left the barns for their winter
hibernation site. To proceed with the DEFRA application a method statement must be
produced by a suitably qualified and experienced ecologist, which identifies
mitigation and habitat enhancement measures which will ensure the favourable status
of the species (in this case common pipistrelle) is maintained.

It 1s strongly recommended that should the development be programmed to start in the
autumn of this year at least one further survey is undertaken in early-mid
September 2006. This is to assist with gaining a development licence from DEFRA.
Should the development not proceed during late 2006 at least 3 further surveys in
any following years will be required to ascertain the up to date status of the bat
population at the site prior to applying for a DEFRA licence.

Opportunities for mitigation with regards to the pipistrelles include the provision of a
number of artificial bat boxes, bat bricks and modified ridge tiles, all of which are
commercially available. The first two should be located in and around the site on
external walls. In addition, low-level lighting should be used except where health and
safety is considered to be of over-nding importance.

Finally, with regard to the new Planning Policy Statement 9 (PPS9), it is now a
requirement for local planning authorities to maintain and enhance, restore or add to
biodiversity. As stated within the document, “Development proposals provide many
opportunities for building-in beneficial biodiversity or geological features as part of
good design. When considering proposals, local planning authorities should maximise
such opportunities in and around developments, using planning obligations where
appropriate”. This is most pertinent to any future re-development of this site and js
addressed via the suggested outline mitigation proposals, which would need to be
expanded upon and agreed prior to any work commencing at this site.
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9: Interior roof of upper storey

10: Interior roof of upper storey showing northern gable




7: Interior roof of single storey section

§: Interior roof of single storey section
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3: View of northern lower wall
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4: View ﬂmtﬂnﬂeﬂum“mﬂiwﬁm;ﬁ:nmﬁmmmm
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Herefordshire Biological Records Centre

Brown Long-Eared Bat PWWS &uﬂm.s BC2 BoC2 ECH4 WCAS,8 HSP S0645435 1986 10 roasting
Lesser Horseshoe Bat  Rhinolophus ' BC2 BoC2 ECH2,4 WCAS,6 UKB HSP S0OB45435 1986 20 raosting
Bluabel! WCAB(S13(2)) S0O64R 1984 Present  present
Bluebell WCAB({S13(2)) S064S 1880 Present prasent
Freshwatler Pearl Musse Margaritiforg BC3 ECH2.5 WCAS UKB 508644437 1880 1 recently présent
Freshwater Pearl Musse Margaritifers BC3 ECH2,5 WCAS UKB 506343 1880 Present present
Badger BC3 PBA WCAS S0O637444 1977 Present  present
Bluebel! hoides non-scripta WCAB(S513(2)) SO671444 1974 Present ~ present
Pearl-bordered fritiiary Baﬁm’a emhrmyne WCAS(89(5)) UKR HSP S0O6643 1985 Present present
Plymouth Pear Pyrus cordata wCaa 8068542 1888 Present  present

1/%y68L7L0 AN

Data is released according to our Terms

Produced on ; 05/05/2006
and Conditions of Supply HBRC, P.O. Box 144, Hereford HR1 2YH.
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Noctide  Nyotalus noclua BC2 BoG2 ECH4 WCAS,6 HSP
Natberer's Bet Myotis natierer BC2 BoG2 ECH4 WCAS,8 HSP
wa‘aﬂﬁi Wyolis natter EC2M2ECH4WGA56HSP

'- a mly S8(5))
w Em-ta 4 WCAS,6 UKB HSP

| WG %,.__39{5}} .
m Ecm & wmﬁ KB
= _,A wcAﬁ & Lma MSP
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Appeadix 1

Data search from Herefordshire Biological Records Centre
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Appendix 2
Examples of bat mitigation features

1. Slit-style entrance to bat loft

O TR —————

5. Plastic tile with entrance siot for bats 4. Examples of bat bricks (to be installed

within a cavity wall)
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