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Core Strategy Policy SS7 and SD1- Climate
Change Measures compliance checklist

Background

On 8" March 2019, Herefordshire Council unanimously passed a motion declaring a Climate
Emergency. This signalled a commitment to ensuring that the council considers tackling
Climate Change in its future work and decisions taken. With this resolution came a county-
wide aspiration to be zero carbon by 2030. From a planning perspective, it is therefore
imperative that the council needs to demonstrate explicitly how the policies relating to
Climate in the adopted Core Strategy, SS7 and SD1, are being fully taken into account in
the decision making process.

Policy SS7 sets out how the plan will seek to address the impact that new development in
Herefordshire has on climate change. It outlines how development proposals will be
required to include measures which will mitigate their impact on climate change, at both a
strategic level and through requiring such measures in design criteria.

Policy SD1 and its supporting text set out how new development will have to incorporate
sustainability measures, and give consideration to climate change impacts through design.
Alongside other aspects of sustainable design, in terms of climate change impacts,
development proposals should incorporate the following requirements:

« Utilise physical sustainability measures that include, in particular, orientation of
buildings, the provision of water conservation measures, storage for bicycles and
waste including provision for recycling, and enabling renewable energy and energy
conservation infrastructure;

« Where possible, on-site renewable energy generation should also be incorporated;

The policy’s supporting paragraphs 5.3.31 - 5.3.33 elaborate on how this will be applied:

5.3.31 All developments must demonstrate how they have been designed and how they
have incorporated measures to make them resilient to climate change in respect of carbon
reduction, water efficiency and flood risk. Carbon reduction should influence design from
the outset by ensuring the fabric of the building is as energy efficient as possible, for
example, attaining thermal efficiencies through construction that achieves low U values and
fuel efficiencies through the use of services such as efficient boilers. Good site planning can
also aid greater energy efficiency in new development, for example, by seeking to maximise
solar gain.

5.3.32 Revisions to the Building Regulations are infroducing progressive increases in the
energy efficiency requirements for new buildings. In terms of energy conservation,
developments in sustainable locations that achieve accredited standards of energy
conservation which cover a range of sustainability criteria will be supported, particularly
where the level achieved materially exceeds the relevant Building Regulations and other
relevant standards in place at the time.

5.3.33 Large-scale developments should demonstrate how opportunities for on-site
renewable energy generation and sustainable waste management have also been
considered and addressed within the design of the scheme. Such details should include an
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appraisal of all suitable renewable energy technology. Other developments will also be
encouraged to consider whether on-site renewable energy opportunities might be available.
Alongside this, the council supports the provision of renewable and low carbon technologies
within existing developments, subject to such proposals according with other policies of the
Core Strategy.

This checklist has been prepared in order for applicants to demonstrate to decision makers
that the policies have been complied with, in that sustainability measures have been
incorporated in development proposals where possible. It should be submitted by the
applicant as supporting evidence of compliance with the climate change mitigation criteria
of policy SD1, supporting the objectives of policy SS7. In the event of non-compliance,
sufficient justification would need to be provided as to why this is necessary.

In the absence of a completed checklist, weight will be given to the apparent lack of
consideration to the incorporation of sustainability measures as recommended in Policy
SD1. This may result in the refusal of permission if other material considerations do not
outweigh their inclusion.

Guidance for applicants

All applications for all new build development (or at Reserved Matters stage if applicable)
will need to submit information in the below table(s).

Some guidance is provided under headings in the tables as to what details are sought. If
necessary, the written sections may refer to any further supporting documentation and/or
drawings submitted with the application. Some measures may be not be viable or
appropriate to incorporate on smaller scale proposals. However, where this is the case, it
will need to be made clear in the reasoned justification.

Energy efficiency

Please demonstrate how the proposal has been designed to achieve energy efﬁciéncy:

« For all of those ticked, please provide further details of these in the relevant box
below. This can refer to supporting documentation if necessary.

" Building orientation/Thermal massing (maximising e

« Where measures are not ticked (ie. not incorporated), please provide a reasoned
explanation as to why they have not been in the relevant box below. This can refer
to supporting documentation if necessary.

Please tick where incorporated

solar gain) O
Thermal'ly efficient materials -
Energy efficient heating systems 0

Heat recovery systems 0

_Other(s), Please detail these below |




Further details of all incorporated measures:

Reasoned explanation for all measures not incorporated:
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Please demonstrate how opportunities for on-site renewable energy generation have been
considered and addressed in the design of the scheme:

s For all of those ticked, please provide further details of these in the relevant box
below. This can refer to supporting documentation if necessary.

+ \Where measures are not ticked (ie. not incorporated), please provide a reasoned
explanation as to why they have not been in the relevant box below. This can refer

to supporting documentation if necessary.

Please tick where in ted

Wind 0

Geathermal O]

Air source heat pumps




Other(s) Please detail these below “

Further details of all incorporated measures:

Reasoned explanation for all measures not incorporated:
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Please demonstrate how the design has enabled low-carbon ways of living and/or working
by its future occupants where possible:

« For all of those ticked, please provide further details of these in the relevant box
below. This can refer to supporting documentation if necessary.

« Where measures are not ticked (ie. not incorporated), please provide a reasoned
explanation as to why they have not been in the relevant box below. This can refer
to supporting documentation if necessary.

Please tick where incorporated

Provision for bicycle parking / storage

Electric vehicle charging points

Further details of all nred measures:

Reasoned explanation for all measures not !nco{porared:
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Core Strategy Policy SS6 and LD2-
Biodiversity & Ecology measures
compliance checklist

Background

The Environment Bill 2019-20 was announced in the Queen's Speech in December 2019.
Its primary aim is to secure environmental protection through domestic legislation, following
the UK's departure from the current legislation deriving from the European Commission.
Part 6 of the Bill provides for the creation of a measurable 10% “Biodiversity Net Gain" from
new development through the planning system.

Biodiversity can be defined as the variety of sites, habitats and species within a specified
locality and is influenced by factors such as geology, topography and climate. These make
an important contribution to local distinctiveness, and Herefordshire benefits from a diverse
range.

The Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy forms the adopted statutory development plan
for the county. It is due to undergo review, in which planning policies regarding the retention
and protection of biodiversity assets are likely to be updated. However, the processes of
review and revisions to the Core Strategy are likely to take a number of years. Therefore, it
is imperative that in the interim, the Local Planning Authority undertakes a thorough audit ta
ensure that development proposals are complying fully with the requirements of the existing
adopted policies.

The policies of direct relevance comprise SS6, LD2 and LD3:

Policy SS6 sets out the overarching objective of the Core Strategy for development to
protect and enhance the environmental quality of Herefordshire, of which biodiversity assets
form a key element.

Policy LD2 sets out how this will be achieved in greater detail:

Development proposals should conserve, restore and enhance the biodiversity and
geodiversity assets of Herefordshire, through the:

1. retention and protection of nature conservation sites and habitats, and important
species in accordance with their status as follows:

a) Development that is likely to harm sites and species of European Importance
will not be permitted;

b) Development that would be liable to harm Sites of Special Scientific Interest or
nationally protected species will only be permitted if the conservation status of
their habitat or important physical features can be protected by conditions or
other malerial considerations are sufficient o outweigh nature conservation on
considerations,

¢) Development that would be liable to harm the nature conservation value of a site
or species of local nature conservation inferest will only be permitted if the




importance of the development outweighs the local value of the site. habitat or
physical feature that supports important species. y

d) Development that will potentially reduce the coherence and effectiveness of the
ecological network of sites will only be permitted where adequate
compensatory measures are brought forward.

2 Restoraﬁon and gr_lhancemenr of existing biodiversity and geodiversity features on
site and connectivity to wider ecological networks: and

3. Creation of new biodiversity features and wildlife habitats.

Where appropriate the council will work with developers to agree a management strateqy
to ensure the protection of, and prevention of adverse impacts on, biodiversity and
geodiversity features.

Policy LD3 and its supporting text recognises the role that green infrastructure can play in
improving ecological networks.

Development proposals should protect, manage and plan for the preservation of existing
and delivery of new green infrastructure, and should achieve the following abjectives:

1. Identification and retention of existing green infrastructure corridors and linkages;
including the protection of valued landscapes, trees, hedgerows, woodlands, water
courses and adjoining flood plain;

2. Provision of on-site green infrastructure; in particular proposals will be supported
where this enhances the network; and

3. Integration with, and connection to, the surrounding green infrastructure network.

The supporting paragraphs to LD3 go into further detail on how these objectives can be
delivered:

5.3.21 Development proposals should identify and protect existing green infrastructure.
The Green Infrastructure Strategy 2010 and associated Study identify those features that
contribute to the green infrastructure network. Proposals should take account of features
within the site and also on adjacent sites as integration and connection with the
surroundings is a key objective. Proposals should incorporate the retention and
enhancement of features such as trees and hedgerows, together with long term

management.

5.3.22 The inclusion of new planting, wildlife enhancement, creation and links, links to the
counlryside and river ways, green transport corridors, open spaces and recreational
facilities and sustainable drainage systems within or associated with development
proposals are important and valuable contributions fo green infrastructure. Landscaping of
development sites should feature planting of appropriate native species wherever
possible, ensuring there is sufficient space for plants to grow to maturity. Opportunities for
new elements include establishing grasslands, wildflower meadows, wetlands, orchards or
woodland. New green infrastructure features could include promoting and extending the
public rights of way network, increasing public access and providing interpretive

information.
Also a significant material consideration in decision making in relation to biodiversity and
ecology are the requirements of Section 15 of the National Planning Policy Framework

(NPPF):
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment

data/file/810197/NPPF _Feb 2019 revised.pdf




Guidance for applicants

All new aDDIicalior)s for development (including revised applications or those at Reserved
Matters stage) which affect nature conservation sites, habitats and important species will

need to comple_te the below table, to demonstrate that the relevant ecological information
has been submitted as part of the application.

Where any of these criteria apply, the following will need to be provided;

1.Ecology evidence

a. An ecological survey and assessment report by a suitably qualified ecologist.
This will need to include a preliminary ecological appraisal (PEA) and/ or preliminary
roost appraisal (PRA) where bats may be affected, together with further survey,
impact assessment and details of ecology protection, avoidance or mitigation
measures where appropriate (Refer to guidance below®). Or, if you believe that
this is not required;

b. A summary statement describing why no ecology survey and assessment is
needed together with photographs and! or other evidence clearly showing that there
is no likely ecological impact.

And;
2. Biodiversity enhancement details
All developments, particularly where there is a potential impact to ecology, are required
to conserve, restore and enhance the biodiversity assets of Herefordshire. This could
include the provision of bird or bat boxes, habitats for hedgehogs or insects, or other
enhancements such as those recommended by an ecologist as part of a survey report.
The specific details should be shown on proposed plans. This can be provided as a
condition to an approval.

Ecological checklist - please complete

Please indicate whether the proposal or site has or is likely to affect any of the following and
which information you are providing with the application:

Ecological feature Ecology survey Summary Biodiversity
& assessment statement of enhancement
report no likely details
impact

Development within, adjacent to
or likely to affect a designated 0O
site (SAC*, SSSI*, Local Wildlife
Site or nature reserve)

Roof or building being
demolished / replaced / altered,
or loft being converted
Conversion / demolition /
alteration of agricultural building,
outbuilding or industrial building 5
or of bridge, tunnel or other

underground structures or wind

turbine installed

Development, alteration or - N
rremoval of unoccupied /

X 0

X
O
O
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previously undeveloped land
including woodland, mature
trees, hedgerow, scrub,
grassland, gardens, orchards,

allotments, railway or brownfield

Protected sBéd-ihe's: or priority
habitat known to occur on or
adjacent to site Sulie oF SN

*SAC - Special Area of Conservation — a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is likely to
be required, see guidance below, *SSSI - Site of Special Scientific Interest

For further information on local designated sites, protected species and habitats and
ecological survey requirements and guidance refer to;

Herefordshire Council's advice and local requirements, including HRA;

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200177/conservation/224/ecoloav/4

https://www.herefordshire.qov.uk/download/downloads/id/2056 1/habitats regulations asses

sment _hra guidance note.pdf

https://www.herefordshire.qov.uk/info/200142/planning _services/66/about planning_service

s/12

Natural England guidance on ecology requirements relating to planning applications;

https://www.gov.uk/quidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications

Guidance from CIEEM (Chartered Institute for Ecology and Environmental
Management) on working with an ecologist and the types of survey that may be

required;

https://cieem.net/i-need/
https://cieem.net/i-am/resources-landing/resources-hub/?filter_resource type=75
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Hope Cottage, Camp Road is located more than 500m from the nearest SAC,
SSSI, Local Wildlife Site or any other designated habitat. There are no
priority habitats which will be impacted upon by the proposed works. The
proposed works are not within 20m of a watercourse and will have no impact
on any pond within 500m.

If any species of wildlife are discovered during work, work will cease and a
suitably qualitied and accredited ecologist will be consulted and any potential
impact will be mitigated.

Signed:

Nick Crtichley

Holly Critchley s Ly .2
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