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4  ASSESSMENT

4.1 CONSTRAINTS ON THE SURVEYS

» The surveys were carried out early and late in the year when maternity roosts may not have been
occupied.
e Manure obscured possible droppings in the stables.

4,2 POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE DEVELOPNENT 2011

The proposal is to convert the building into a residential dwelling. Ground works are scheduled for
April 2011, with building reconstruction starting with planning approval (July?).

The amended design, and the location of the bat roosts which were only possible to find following
the roof removal means that there is the potential for damage of a roost site, or obstruction of
access into the roosts. The |mpact is therefore potentially greater than originally concluded in 2010
and based on the original designs for the development.

Timing of work affecting the northern éxtension of the building is critical to avoid disturbance {o
bats, should they continue to use the roost sites in spring/summer 2011.

Lighting can have an effect on foraging bats, and extra lighting of the building must be avoided.

Birds:

Sparrows and swallows may use the extension for a nesting site, due to change in conditions of the -
main building. They nest through the summer months, and may be disturbed by building on site.

The proposed garage will provide alternative nest sites for both swallows and sparrows which are
not going to be available in the main building.

Potential impact of initial ground works

Noise and disturbance from machinery, people and radios around the rear of the building is‘Iiker to
affect the bats, and also probably nesting birds. It is therefore essential to avoid this at all times,
especially from the end of May (or earlier if sparrows are nesting here).

4.3 LEGISLATION AND POLICY GUIDELINES

Bats

Bats are protected under the Conservation and Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. In
summary, it is a criminal offence to:

e Capture or Kill a bat

e Disturb a bat whilst in a place of shelter or rest

e Damage or destroy a bat’s breeding site or resting place

Birds
Bird’s nests are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 from damage or desiruction

whilst in use or being built.

5 RECONNENDATIONS AND MITIGATION

5.1 PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT OF EXISTING ROOST SITES:

The walls of the northern stable exiension have been marked in yellow paint to indicate roost sites
and possible access points.

a) Retention of existing access points. Access into these cavities from under the weather-
boarding and through the battens, builders paper, boarding will be created by forming a
timber tunnel leading to blockwork. This will provide a 25 mm high by 100 mm wide tunnel,
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sloping up from under the board edge. Two will be needed on each wall in locations to be
agreed with builders on site. '

b) The blockwork above will need fo be cut to accommodate the tunnels, and then continued
up to the top of the wall in such a way that the vertical cavity is continuous down to the
existing roosting block. Biock work with holes through must be used in this section of the
walls. Access under the eaves needs to be constructed in a similar way, but also to give
access into the small roof void above the single storey extension. Access into the tunnel
will be from behind the barge/soffit boards. |

5.2 HABITAT ENHANCEMENT
At a minimum the following will be provided as well as exisfing roost sites:

o Four built in bat boxes between the weather boarding and breeze block inner wall with access

at the eaves.
These will be consfructed under the weather-boarding within the space created by the battens

and cross battens, and access into them created under the boarding of 25 mm x 100 mm.
Bitumen felt will be used to line the rear of the box, over the builders paper. (Location as
shown on plan) '

o There will be a small loft space above the eastern section of the building (over bedroom 2).
Access into this area will be via a larger slot at the gable apex, under the boards of 50 mm by
150 mm, sloping and lined with Perspex or lead to deter birds from accessing the space.
Wooden bat-boxes- will be created within.this area.

o Two woodcrete bat boxes (1FF) will be installed inside the free standing garage.
o Raised ridge tiles will also be included at three points along the roof.

Details of exact locations and designs for the mitigation measures must be agreed with an
ecologist before work commences.

o Bats are affected by strong outside lighting and it is recommended that any outside or security -
lighting is of low intensity, and focussed downwards away from possible roost sites on the
house, in garage and in foraging habifat in the lane.

o Two swallow ledges and three sparrow terraces will be erected in suitable places infon the
garage building.

5.3 PROGRANIME FOR WORK

Initial gﬁmu nd works are planned to commence in April with the installafion of drainage, excavaiton
for foundations and the construction of the brick plinth to support new walis.

o [nitial excavations around the stable extension should be done by the beginning of May if at all
possible, and machinery/radios not left operating in this area longer than necessary.

Revised plans for the development wiil be agreed with the ecologist to allow continuation with the
buliding In July or whenever planning permission is granted. This is will be after further bat aclivity
surveys in June which will make the situation clearer with regard to bats and birds.
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PLAN 1: LANE HEAD FARM BARN SHOWING BAT ROOST PROVISION

R = Raised ridge tile BB = built in bat box
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