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Signed Disclosure

The information/ data/ evidence/ advice/ opinion which we have prepared and provided is
true and has been prepared and provided in accordance with the Chartered Institute of
Ecology & Environmental Management’s Code of Professional Conduct. We confirm that
the opinions expressed are our true and professional bona fide opinions.

Andrew Tillson-Willis MRSB MCIEEM MIFM Mem.RES
Director & Principal Consultant
ATW Ecology Ltd., Malvern Hills Science Park, Geraldine Rd, Malvern, Worcs. WR14 3SL

IMPORTANT

Please note, due to the dynamic nature of the natural environment, our reports can only provide a shap-shot of
what was present at the time of survey and as such often have a limited period of validity. Many statutory
authorities regard one year as the maximum time that should elapse before a report will need to be updated.
Where a protected species licence is required, a walk-over of the site should be conducted within three months
of an application being submitted to check that the habitats have not changed significantly since the survey was
conducted. Any information relating to legal matters in this report is provided in good faith but does not purport
in any way to give any advice on or interpretation of the law whatsoever. Professional legal advice should always
be sought. Any designs, specifications, advice, suggestions, or comments written or verbal relating to
construction or supervision of building-related work of any kind are provided for consideration only and under
no circumstances are to be interpreted as provision of design, management or supervision sensu the
Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2007.
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Protected & notable species

Bats

The building subject to a daytime bat walkover is a barn/workshop with garage. Constructed
of timber frame with lapped timber cladding, cladding is in good condition and tightly fitted
with minimal warping. The facade features timber framed doors and windows in good
condition and tight to apertures, and an aluminium up-and-over door. A timber framed door
at first floor level of northern gable is in poor condition / poorly fitted. Timber facia and soffits
on the facade have a hole in the soffit on the southern corner providing access directly to the
interior. Light ivy growth is present on the southern gable. Gable roof is covered with
corrugated aluminium with folded metal ridge and verge coverings. Photo voltaic solar panels
are present on the western aspect along with clear polycarbonate panels. Internally the
ground floor is boarded out with chip board, gables at the first floor level are lined with clear
polythene. Facia and soffit box structure is open to the interior. Roof is lined with string
reinforced polythene, urethane foam insulation is wedged between rafters in the northern
half of the barn along with a small amount of sheep wool insulation. Clear polycarbonate roof
panels fill the interior with light.

All interior and exterior surfaces were inspected for evidence of bat activity including bats live
and dead, faeces, oil and urine staining, scratch marks, feeding remains etc. but none were
found.

The building is assessed as having negligible potential to support roosting bats. In line with
currently accepted guidelines no further surveys are required, however as a precaution a soft-
strip of roofing materials is recommended, in the unlikely event that bats are discovered
during works all work shall halt immediately while the project ecologist is consulted on how
to proceed.

Other mammals
Commonly occurring mammal species are likely to use the site on occasion.

Any newly installed fencing shall include 130mm holes at ground level to allow the free
movement of hedgehogs and other wildlife.

Great crested newt

A search for granted European protected species applications, class licence returns and
district level licence survey results returned three positive results within a 2km radius, the
closest 1.25km north-east.
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®

Any rocks, logs, slabs or other materials in the work area requiring removal, that may
provide refuge for newts shall be moved by hand

Vegetation shall be cleared in phases, first to a height of 30cm, then 24 hours later to
a height of 10cm before being taken down to ground level after a further 24 hours
Any excavations shall be backfilled at the end of each day, any excavations left
overnight shall be fitted with a means of escape such as a plank or wood and shall be
checked for wildlife prior to works restarting

If great crested newt are discovered on site all work shall halt while the project
ecologist is consulted

®

®

®

To protect adjacent habitats external lighting shall be minimised and must not shine onto
hedgerows, trees, access routes for bat roosting features, or other sensitive features. Lighting
fixtures should have 0% upward light ratio meaning that only light produced is directed to the
floor. Fixtures should have a colour temperature not exceeding 2700k.

As enhancement for biodiversity the following features shall be provided within the site and
shall be maintained in perpetuity:

@ one general purpose bat box (Schwegler 2F or suitable alternative) shall be installed
on a mature tree otherwise unaffected by the proposed development. Bat boxes
shall be installed on a south-facing aspect at a height in excess of three meters

®

two general purpose bird boxes {Schewegler 1B or suitable alternative) shall be
installed on the barn or nearby mature trees. Bird nest boxes shall be installed on
north to north-eastern facing aspects at a height in excess of two meters

®

any newly installed fencing shall include 130mm holes at ground level to allow the
free movement of hedgehogs and other wildlife
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Additional advice set out in the National Planning Practice Guidance (2014) section ‘Natural
Environment’ emphasizes the need for biodiversity to be taken into account when preparing
a planning application, as detailed above, and sets out how biodiversity can be protected and
enhanced by: seeking to include habitat restoration; re-creation and expansion; improved
links between existing sites; buffering of existing important sites; new biodiversity features
within a development; and securing management for long term enhancement.
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