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PROJECT SUMMARY

Archaeclogical field evaluation, via trial trenching, was
undertaken by Headland Archaeclogy on land off Woodville
Grove, Sutton St Nicholas, Hereford. The stratigraphy across the
site suggested that it had historically been subject to a series
of flood events. Evidence for previous activity on the site was
limited to a single field boundary and drainage ditch believed
to be of post-medieval date



CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION
11 PLAMMING BACKGROUND AMD OBJECTIVES
12 SITELOCATION, DESCRIPTION AMD SETTING

13 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

AIMS AND OBJECTIVE

METHOD

RESULTS

41 GEMERAL STRATIGRAPHY
43 ARCHAEOLOGICAL FEATURES
43 BLAMK TREMCHES

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

REFERENCES

APPENDICES
APPEMDIX T TREMCH AND COMTEXT REGISTER

e e e [ [

L



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS
ILLUS 1 SITE LOCATION il

ILLUS 2 TRENCH 1 SHOWING MAXIMUM DEPTH OF ALLUYIAL DEPOSITION ACROSS SITE

[

ILLUS 3 PLAM OF TRENCH 1 3
ILLUS 4 SECTIONTHROUGH DITCH [0104], LOOKING NORTH-EAST 4
ILLUS & SOUTH-WEST FACING SECTION THROUGH DITCH [0104] 4

ILLUS 6 LOOKING NORTHAT ERODED BANK ON NORTH-WEST SIDE OF DITCH [01104] 5



Woodkille Grove
5L7on St Micholas

Walker& Green
Herefordshire Sutton Lakes
Sutton 5t Wichael
SUTTON STHICHOLAS
Sutton Marsh
0 200km )
112 500,000 & A4 d
1)
l l I
2
g %
a “
S 5,
% % %
e, & %
)\&:
g \TROB‘ |
=+
- TRO2?
ITR04
TR0 l
g i
#
I | |
352800 353000 353200 353400
@ [ developrient boundary
{ &{m
L1 1

ZZ4HEADLAND
mmm  [renich locelion b’A‘d ARCHAEOLOGY
TA000 & A e

eology Ki-dlan:k & Wesl
o | Pl Bd | Harelond HRZ 500

ILLUS 1 Site location

Alancarhazolige
izl Lo



kil

HEADLAND ARCHAEOLOGY {UK) LTD

LAND OFF WOODVILLE GROVE,
SUTTON ST NICHOLAS, HEREFORD

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION

1 INTRODUCTION

—cadand Achaco ogy {J40 td was commissioned oy 3o —omes,
to undertae @ ogEmnTe 0F 3TN0 00'CE WO D70 To T
SUDTISS 0N 0F 3 D ant g ann Cat'on o g notents doeve onment
COTIDTE Y e 10TICS. TIC WO < o0 e o M oT 8 a Caco o ca
T8 trencn eva uat’on.

17 PLANNING BACKGROUND AND
OBJECTIVES

A ste for tae ooteatd deveonmoat oF Xoaow 0TIes Es
oeen oucngsed oy 3o —omes 01 and adjacet to Woody
Crove, Sutton St Nenoas, —ecfordsye | ous 1 The oronosed
dove ooment s at the oe-anD CEt on stage and e _oca Fant g
Autnoty (A as advised tiat a ta trenen eva wat'on snoud oo
undeta<en. 3o —omes fas structed —cad and Acnaco ogy to
COMD e 8@ D00aTNe 0F WO <s 10 dotesm e 1o 37Cnaco oy ca
potentd of the ste T aocodance witn tae eguemiets o tae
Nat'ona 2 ant g Co oy Tamewo < N=EEL

1.2 SITE LOCATION, DESCRIPTION AND
SETTING

Tre ponosed dove ooment gea (224) s coatred on 50 53110
A5363 and comoTses two reguat tate s oF and, curenty vatan y
overgrow. TIe sT0 0o moasses anonox TEtey 1.7 nectaes and
s pounded oy Woody o Grove 1o tae notts the e —eetord
road to the east and properties off The Lane to the north west. [t is
surrounded by open fields to the south and west, The site is located
at 561 202 totae wiest and b8 A0S to the cast.

Tae undery g oedocs guo ogy comoses Sag an Mudstone
-ormaton win terocdded sTtstone and mudstone, waen s
overlain by superfidal deposits of Alluvium - Clay, slt, sand and
grave e soutn and some denosts o nead - Cay, 5 1, sand and
gravel to the east and west (NERC 2019). The soils are dassified in
t1e 507 scane U8 assoc at'on, craractesed as s ‘gt yacd oamy and
clayey sails with impeded drainage (Cranfield University 2017),

1.3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND
A grcmaco og'ca  deseoased assessment (234, ooduced oy
—cad and Arcraco ogy (N'<o ¢ 2019 and supseguent y the Wotten
Scnemie of avestigaton (WS (Caddoce-3eanett 2009, oovde
e @ Ciato og'cl Dac<ground to tne ste and suround g aca.
SUTETy 't states that:

»  excavations in 2000 identified a prehistoric double ditched ring
d'ten (=23 30516, goorok mate v 520 west o the ste Zart o a
Wdd o Fronze Age sword was dscoveed 1951 sout-cast o tne
§te 1 2004 and recoded witntne potas e ant'gutes scheme

poSUtton WG s o Age o ot (SAM 10014, s ocated 800
A0t 0Tt ste. e aed T use o T At century and s
tougIt 1o e tne ste of a massace oy e Soman Ay
ASATLA S ver oo of Roman date was found S0 cast o tae st
at Sutton Court; thisis one of several similarfindspots in the area.

po SUTtO A S TR0Ug AL T Do neat e sTe ofd D ace He 0ng g to <ng
Offa of Merda located at Sutton Walls, and therefore an area of
Trooance tae caty medova pefod. mo ow g excavat ons
TMBHS e ocat'on s thougnt o oo patt of a dsoersed Saxon
royal complex spanning Freen's Court, Downfield Kncll, Sutton
Wa s and Jowns Zast - a deserted med'eva v oage (-23 1026
J SANMCCY323)

> Sutton aooeats o tae Jomesday ecod as g catvey aqe
sett ement o 22 nouseno ds. The extant ou dags o St
Memae s Caurcnand 5t Nenoas Cruen ae 2ot ned'ova ™
date, thougn taey ae sonet nes descToed as Saxo-Nooman
and T s possTo e that ey fave cac e oy s Svidence o
medeovd a0 adtua Dactces g oreset Wit e sounds
o te orooosed doeve onmeat aeg e o ot e mnant Tdae
and furrow field systems identified through LIDAR.

g 120% man of Mardden snows orcnads cover g the T, as
dors te 188/ 05 113D — wWi'Ch 850 $T0WSs 8 “ootnat 1 cross g
the northern field. The site has remained in agricultural use up
to tne present day.



LAND OFF WOODVYILLE GROVE, SUTTON ST NICHOLAS, HEREFORD

ILLUS 2 Trench 1 showing maximum depth of alluvial deposition across site

PooE ST wa <over T May 2019, suggoested the orosence of oured
features due to distinct differences in vegetation growth agoss
the site, Araised platform was alsoidentified in assodation with
g dtcn tae notti-weste o coaer ot te st

2 AIMS AND OBJECTIVE

Trie opject ves of tne awvest gat o were dota” cd tae WS

Tae oy ofjectves cgadng @CRe0og@  TEues were 1o
establish their presence, location, extent, condition, date and significance.

Theresults of the evaluation will be used to desaibe the significance
of heritage assets potentially affected by the development,

Tae wsutng acive w oe ogansed and deoosted witn
—er s e MuseurTs Seev e 1o B C Tttt 3Caess o Ut e fesea e
and interpretation for public benefit,

3 METHOD

The fieldwork was conducted in accordance with the above
meatoned WS and v accodance witn tne fo ow g documenits:

» o Code of Conduct (Crgrtered asttute Sor Arcnaco ogsts, 2004)

WSNHTG

¢ Standards and Guidance o Acrgeo ogca ed vaustons
iCrartered asttute o Acnaco og'sts, 2004a)

Atota 0 sx treacnes, measu” g 30m T engtaand 1.80m T widtn,
wore excavated. Tre wor< was undetta<en on tae 3d and At o
June 2015

7o to excavat on, Ut Tty Datswere consu tedanda s cavodance
too was used 10 ciec o tne preseace o notents oued seevoes.

Tre aotend of Teacn 03 was moved s gnty totne woest ™ order
to avo'd & tree stumno.

Trencaes were excavated ws'ag a 14t 3607 taced, nmecan'c
excavator fitted with a bladed bucket, to depths where
archaeological features were identified, or geclogical deposits
eacounteed. 1 Trencnes 02 and 03, 1o arcnaco og'ca “tatures
were identified and deposits averlying natural geclogy continued
to @ deotn greates taan 1.00m, waete excavat'on was g ted. A
sondage was excavated T tae soutt cast end of Trencn 81 waen
exoosed groog'ca deoosts gt 165 us 2

zxoosed grcnacoogca ema s wee ccorded o1 —cad and
Aqcngeo ogy ova uat'on trencn saccts and @ eoresentat’ve
samo ¢ 0F ftatures Tdeated woere supsequent y excavated oy
qand to deter e forn, unct on and ot ove datean o matera
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WSNHTG

53.86m

ol

ILLUS 4 Section through ditch [0104], locking north-east

Drawings of significant archaeological remains and the general
strat'ganty o the ste were oduced at @ scae o 110 o 120
wac e anoronTate 0 d'gta v surveyed.

A record g o owed standecd drcnsco og'ca guide es as
set out oy tae Chartered asttute o Arcnaco ogsts (CFAL Tnae
eoorded contexts wee ass'gned urgue aumoets and record g
wars underta<en on —eadand Arcnaco ogy oo forma context
ecod sneets. Context numoes %o owed 8 two-d'gt format
feg 01, 02 ot oofred oy tae Tonen aumoes. gt and D ack
ad wte Dotoganas woee tawen ot a trencaes and doented
fegtures, witn g graduated met o sca e coaty WsTo e A ovea
ste man of the toncnes and ccorded features was dgta v
oroduced. Zgta sutvey g was undetta<en usg g TTmace
Q=5 system.

4  RESULTS

A sumnmaty o @ teacnes and ccorded contexts s prosented as
Anoeadx 1. A pan 0F excavated tencnes s vreserted T wsl. A
eced g sumTiaty and doseToton of the genes stratgranay
ACross T 10 S 3 50 given.

b T (31 08) e

—————— Jariratizr
______ alluviur

ILLUS 5 Souzh-vees: facing seciionhroLgh dicch [0104

41  GENERAL STRATIGRAPHY

T st was not ™ use and was vaTany overgrown. Toosa™ (G101,
WS TFOSCT 3008 e sTe 1o g deotn of 0250307 Ts denost
seaed 873 wd sunso 010, comoisTag a seres of deoosts
wcn cortued to an gveage deott of 1101 e ow ground
eve (3000 and 1o a max mum of 1657 361 Tae uooes 050 of
this deposit was leeched as a result of fluctuating water levels and
aoneatd como ete y o mogenous. At owes ove s some oand g
was evident, Geological deposits of gladio-fluvial gravelsin a sandy
©dy mat = 0103 wec opserved from s destr o1 .00m 36 Pockets
03 UvE mates were st oesent wit e geo ogca doenost dt
VATOUS DO TS across tae ste

42  ARCHAEOLOGICAL FEATURES

A gngoe noti-cast toosoutt-west a'goed ditcn was cecoqded
towads the soutn cast end of Tenen O, 1o a max mum dests o
144m BGL (lus 3). The ditch was filled with (0105), alluvial material
VO ST a7 to e surround g suoso’, nd cat g that Tt nad §ted
un Etud v oves Tne Tae cut of tae dton was Dats v veoe
secton —fomtae pase dnd Tsg clsem T s dand 5L Anove ts
the leaching of the ditch fill and surrounding alluvial deposits had
et ey emoved 2ty st ot tae cut. Tae dren qed §7ted to cave @
Ve e deness o ontae ground susace. A ensed denost of ounit
matea (D106), conta™ g mode twisted coooe a oy can e tad
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ILLUS 6 Looking north at eroded bank on north-west side of ditch [01704]

oeen deoosted o ts deoesson. Sta g 1y was @ denost
of compacted grave s (D104, conta T ag Tagmenats of cerate
ol d'ng mateTa (03N, and then g stony tooso” (1081 3ot wee
ey attemots to eve e ground su-face Tae widty o the susit
deoost was 360m, suggest™g that tae dtcn may 07g ey ave
oren ot s g dmensons, Tae dicn nas seen terscted asa and
pounday and danage foatue. The tonograniy o te exst g
ground su-ace sugaests Trgt @ Dan< an g ong tie dicn on s nota-
west side (llus 6). There were no discernible differencesin either the
102507 07 su2s0” denosts to waant -ecord g a seoatEte context.

4.3 BLANKTRENCHES

Trenches 02—06 did not contain any archaeclogical remains.

5 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
Yooy tte cutua matesd owas ooseoved acoss tae ste. [at
“ragments o ceran e ou d g mates (03 and 8 Tow Tagments
o' oost-med’eva cea e nottery were noted taetooso” and s
TteeEce Wit e sunso” . Occas onE mode s matess was aoted
e aced of Teacnes 01 and (2. —eav v degraded avna pone
“ragments wor oresent M tae s s deoosts, o ud g tae diten
fill but were rare and were most likely to have been deposited
Aatura e Tacy wou d ot suggoest any - tensty oF auman act vty
e mmedate atca.

HEADLAND ARCHAEOLOGY {UK) LTD

Theditchlocatedin Trench 01 [0104] wasidentified in the DRA (Mikolic
2019), as a field boundary that was present in 1720, The fields either
sdewene gt trat e orcnards, and rema ned so unt” moder it mes.

Agricultural featuresidentified in the DBA could not be discerned in
@y 0" te excavated trencnes.

Tae maucty oF evidena o0 auman actvty W e ova uat’'on
g s most ey due totae o@ton of the sTe, waen s stuated
on the edge of the flood plain, Whilst flood alleviation measures are
0w T Dace, e deotn of 8 wa denosts present acoss te st
demonstrate that Vsto @ v aad not Seenan atE sutaD ¢ o TEY
LSCS, W CT T 0xD a1 s o onged stand g as anorcrand.
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7  APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1
REGISTER

£ 230G = 2oeota e ow Ground _eve

TRENCH AND CONTEXT

WSNHTG

0202

Alluvizl subscil - Lighl browrish arey, sliahlly 025 -L0L
seridy, silly cley wilh rere subrounded gravel

gnd slone Srizll vellowish clay end pink gravelly

lersesin peoes. b cullurel inclusicns, Lvidence

ol burrcwdng

SUMBARY: RO ARD ALOLOGICAL BLMAINS

R CRILN A& 100 Loty | W gkt | AV D (WD
MNW-5E 30 18 118
CON Lx | LLSCRIP 1O, *DBGEL (VI
oo sl — riid yellowdsh brcen cleyey sl rere seigll 0-025
sub-rounced stone rere very srigll cozl rzorents.
0102 Alluwizl subscil - Lighl browrish arey, slightly 025 -150

seridy, silly dley wilh rere subrounded agravel
and slone Srizll vellowish clay end pink gravelly
lenses in plzoes. Bending verizgble visible irore
s 2L depthy. Lvidence of burrcwing. o cullure]
inclusions.
0] helurel geclogy — coripacled grevels inrid
reddish broen sendy dey, Pockels of glluviure
still visible. Glacio-fluvial deposit.

RO CRILR A 100, LoD | WOND | A D (M)
-5 30 18 110

COM Lx | CLSCRIP 10N

03073 ol — ridyeloeish broen cleyey sill rere

srigl subrounded slone rere very seigl cozl
lrzarents.

Alluvizl subscil - Lighl browrish arey, sliahlly
seridy, silly cley wilh rere subrounded gravel
gnd slone Srizll vellowish clay end pink gravelly
lerses in peces, e cullurel inclusicrns,

SUMBARY: RO ARD ALOLOGICAL BLMAINS

Rid CRILR A 108 LWy [ Wi | AW D i)

-5 30 18 1.00

COM LK | BLSCRIP 100 *D BGL (W)

0407} ol — ridyeloeish broen cleyey sill rere 0-
srigl subrounded slone rere very seigl cozl 0.25/030
frzarents. Rzre CHM.

0402 Alluvizl subscil - Lighl browmish grey: slightly
serichy, silly cley wilh rere sub-rounded arvel
gnd slone Szl vellowish cley end pink
aravelly lerses in plzces. . ko cullurzlinclusions.

(040 helurel geclogy — coripacled grevelsinrid DG -LOL

reddish broen sendy dey. Pockels of gllusiure
still visitle. Glacio-fluvial depodt.

SUMBARY: RO ARD ALOLOGICAL BLMAINS

010d] Cul el L =S4 dilch — only visible parlvey up 050 -LOL
fror bese due s leeched deposils higher up.
Lalirigled up ledrivide

[y [N Fill of ditch [0104] - Mid reddish brown silty, fine 040 -LOL
senicdy cley. very rere srigll rounded slene gnd
hegvily degraded 2nirizl bone inclusicns (nol
retaired). Natural infill.

[ sy Lens of black dightly fine sandy ash deposit. -
rodern Cuglloy Leizled ceble within Celiberzle
backfill to depression of silted ditch.

[N IS wid reddish browngravels in sendy dlay - 004 - 030
coripecled. Contgined CEM inol relzined).
Deliberate backfill - levelling cver silted ditch.

D0e wid greyish brown sendy dey wilth lrequentsuk - D -045
rounded stone <006m. Deliberate backfill over
silled dilch,

SUMBARY: 1 % LARGE NE-SW DITCH

RO2 CRILR A 108 LW | Wi | AV D (D

MW-5E 30 18 100

COM LX | DLSCRIP 10N, *DBGL (W)

020 ol — ridyeloeish broen cleyey sl rere

srigl subrounded slone rere very sl cogl
frzarents. Lvidence of burrceing. todem
dislurbxance gL WA end

Ros CRILR A 100, LoD | WOND | A D (M)
-3 30 18 100
COM LK | BLSCRIP 100 *D BGL (W)
a0} ol — ridyeloeish broen cleyey sill rere 0-030

srigl subrounded slone rere very seigl cozl
lrzarents.
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0a02) Alluwizl subsail - Light brownish grey, slighLly 230-185
sendy, =silly dey wilh rere sub-rounded
arevel gnd slone. Srizll vellowish dey 2nd
pink gravelly lenses in plzces. . ko oullurel
inclusions. hough sill rere, 2 nolicezkbly
arezler level ol inclusions then clher
lrenchies, Bere penchecn lype pollery gl
upper inlerlzoe.

Mzlurzl geclogy — coripecled arevel s inrid 100 -L00
reddish broen sendy dey, Pockels of glluviure
still visible. Glacio-fluvial deposit.

SURMARY: MO ARC ALOLOGICAL BLMAINS

Rie CRILR A 100, Ly W (W [ AW DO

E-w 30 18 -

COm LX | DLSCRIP 1O

e ol — ridyeloeish broen cleyey sl rere
srigl subrounded slone rere very sl cogl
lrzarents.

0507 Alluviz] subscil - Lighl brownish arey, slighlly
seridy, silly dley wilh rere subrounded agravel
and slone Srizll vellowish clay end pink gravelly
lerses in peces,

SUMBARY: O ARD ALOLOGICAL BLMAINS
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