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BERRYS

Newchurch Farm

Kinnersley
Our ref: GC/HA15103 Hereford

HR3 6QQ
Date: 15" February 2016 Tel: 01544 598080
AMR\VED 7-7 - s it
Mr & Mrs Pritchard www.berrybros.com
Micklegarth
Knapton Green
Nr Bush Bank
Herefordshire
HR4 8ER

Dear Mr & Mrs Pritchard,

Re: Planning Application P151983/F — Proposed erection of two poultry buildings, new
access and conversion of building to house biomass boiler at Rogers Farm, Bush Bank,

Knapton, Herefordshire.

I am the planning agent in respect of the above planning application.

| contact you in response to the letter submitted on your behalf by Marches Planning & Property
Consultancy and specifically about the presence of two ponds within the grounds of your property.

The letter states that one of the ponds contains smooth newts and provides a potential habitat for
great crested newts. | therefore write to ask if it would be possible to arrange for Dr Ross Jones of
Star Ecology to visit your property in order to inspect the ponds and undertake a great crested newt
assessment.

I would be grateful if you could contact me within 7 days from the date of this letter to let me if this
would be possible and if so to arrange a mutually convenient date for a visit.

I have also written to Marches Planning & Property Consultancy to let them know that I have contact
you.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Planning Consultant
for and on behalf of Berrys
DDI: 01544 598083

Chartered Surveyors and Valuers e Property and Business Consultants ® Chartered Town Planners
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b Smooth Newt
Family SaLaMANDRIDAE Triturus vulgaris
Newts of which there arc three British species, are
generally similar to frogs and toads in their mode of
life and in having an aquatic tadpole, but they differ
from frogs and toads in retaining throughout Tife the
compressed tail. As the strucsure, development and
habits of our three species'are much alike, 4 general
description is given here before dealing with each
separately, .

The body is elongated, "The two pairs of legs are
glmost of fhe same length, the hinder pair being

stightly longer. "The hands have faur fingers and the

feet five toes, as have other amphibians. The skin is
without scales and is equipped with sensory cells, in
small depressions in the skin, corresponding to the
lateral line in fishes, functioning as a mechanisin for
posture and for detecting vibrations in ‘the water;
. During the breeding seasan the skin of the maleg
develops into n-high crest or fin along the middle.of
the back and above and below the tail, and the toes
are more.or less broadly fringed on each side. ‘These.
outgrowths are sexual adernments gz well as SWim-

ming aids, and they are also rich in $£N50TY oEgans,

the adults.

;
3

: The smooth newt, com
eft, or evat is the bestk
is widespread through

crested newt, its- maximum length being 1071 crri.' Ir.
varies ‘in colour, buc the prevailing tint :is a wg
brown with darker spots. over the upper side, an

dark streaks on the head. The undérsideis oranige or
vermilion ‘with round black spots, the col f:uﬁ-s
becoming more intense in the brt_:g:d_mg_se‘asogi ¢ ke
throat is white or yeilow, rno_stly dotted w'u:hh m:l: .
The underside of the female is, asa rule,_-mu%h paler
than that of the male; and often unspottéd. The eye

"hus a golden.iris. The famale has shorter fingers and

toes than the male. At the breceding season thﬁ male
develops a continuous crest, running from. the .:lop
of the head to the end of the tail, and the lower I;: ge
of the tail has a spotted blue band with black :jtset.__
The upper edge of the erest is festooned instead o
ing serrated.. _ _ _
be%ﬁ: ebree._ding hahits of the'smppth_newt are much:
the same ds those of the crested newt. The-.lar.\_«'s;;
light. green or brownish above, is sgutte_:t:li_ with
yellow along the sides and _t:_il_l;_thg tail ends ﬁn ';.:.
threadlike tip. Its change to _the'_ adult, \ﬁr lic]
includes breathing by lungs instead of gills, is
completed in fifteen to seventeen weeks,
Sometimies, however, tadpoles “fail to _n}atu]re
before the end of surmmer 'a:}d they remain in the
ater until the following spring. -
waxfl‘:‘ef the breeding season, in July, adults _a__rll_ld_
young leave the water and seek their food at r{n'_:%h t
among the vegetation on land. For the rest oh'de
summer, and in the autumn and winter, they hide
under stones or logs, in cracks in the earth or in

dense grass litter. They become duller in colour, and

the skin becomes: mare opaque with a fine velvety
surface.

Newts are terrestrial outside the breeding season,
but return to ‘water to bread,
The skin serves the
s i the frop, and & nev
to foree air into its lung
swallowing action of
In the breeding s
female. o breeding
crestand his heighten
her with his head and
of the courtship the
. ‘mushroom-shaped
! which is packed wi
sinks to the bottom
cloaca, The egps are
They are laid singly
H feaf being folded ov
i egn. The eggs hatch
i being more slender
i They hLave three B
after hatching they
organs from the s
enable them to ¢lin
is-more prolonged t

same funetion of respiration
is compelled when on land
gs by a constant pumping and
the mouth and throat.

eason the mile stimulates the
conditions by “displaying his
ed colours, and also by butting
lashing with his tail. At the end
male ernits a spermatophore, o
gelatinous mass, the head of
th sperm, The spermatophore
and the female takes it fiito her
, therefore, fertilized internally,
on leaves of water plants, each
er by the female to enclose the.
in about three weeks, the Jarvae
and fish-like than frop tadpoles.
airs of external gills, and soon
develop two pairs of thread-like
ides’ of the upper jaw, which
g to water plants. Development
han in the frogs and-toads; but is
mostly complete at the end of summer beforg
hibernation begins. The young newts then crawl
out of the water and seek shelter under stones.
Newts can regenerate lost or damaged limbs, the
young being capable of doing so more regdily than

mon newt, spotted newt;
nown of our three species, It.
out England, widespread but
uncommion in Wales, sparsely distributed in Scot-
land and Ireland. It is very much smallér than the
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BERRYS

Newchurch Farm

Our ref: GC/HA15103 Kinnersley

Hereford

HR3 6QQ
Mrs P. Pritchatt
Mlcklegarth Tel: 01544 598080
Knapton Green hereford@berrybros.com
Nr Bush Bank www.berrybros.com
Hereford
HR4 8ER Date: 10" March 2016

Dear Mrs Pritchatt,

Re: Planning Application P151983/F — Proposed erection of two poultry buildings, new access and
conversion of building to house biomass boiler at Rogers Farm, Bush Bank, Knapton.

I refer to your letter dated 22" February 2016 and my subsequent telephone call with you on 2™ March
2016 regarding the two ponds at your property, which might provide a potential habitat for Great Crested

Newts (GCN)

| telephoned to ask if it would be possible to inspect the two ponds at your earliest convenience in order to
ascertain the size, type and condition of the ponds. | stated that this initial scoping visit would provide
background information to obtain a quote from an ecologist. This visit would not form part of a formal GCN
survey as this cannot take place until mid-April at the earliest.

You stated that you did not want anyone to visit your property for this purposes and that an assessment
would have to be done in August. It is obviously your right to prevent access but the request was only made
in light of the information supplied by Marches Planning & Property Consultancy on your behalf about the
presence of two ponds, which may provide a habitat for Great Crested Newts.

| hope we can arrange a mutually convenient time to inspect the ponds and surrounding habitat and that
you will agree to an initial scoping visit. | would suggest that the formal survey by the ecologist takes place
in the week beginning 11" April 2016. Subject to their findings further visit may be required.

Mid-April is the time of year surveys can be conducted as confirmed by Natural England and Department
for Environment Food & Rural Affairs. vy

| would therefore be grateful if you would telephone me on 01544 598 083 to arrange a visit for the week
beginning 11" April 2016.

| look forward to hearing from you next week.

Yours sincerely,

Graham Clark
Planning Consultant

cc Marches Planning & Property Consultancy

Chartered Surveyors and Valuers o Property and Business Consultants @ Chartered Town Planners
(@ Partners - ’BI g C
RICS

Associales - P
,,:? RTPI

"';“%“s Offices in Cheshire, Herefordshire, Northamptonshire and Shropshire
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